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Astoria Coals. 


From The Daily Astorian, Feb. 12, 1880. 

Hon. W. .D. Hare took with him 
to Washington the sample of coal 
from Astoria to which the following 
examination refers: 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTE, | 

WASHINGTON, D.C., Jan. 26, 1880. | 

Senator Slater, U. S. Senate Chamber. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Si1r:—The coal from Oregon, 
which you submitted for examination, 
has been analyzed by our mineralogist. 
He has made a quantative examination 
upon his own responsibility, which is, 
as you know, not furnished by the 
institute. Hereportsas follows: Wa- 
ter given off at 212 degrees Farenheit, 
2.56 per cent: volatile and combusti- 
ble matter, 46.29; fixed carbon (coke), 
48.49, ash (reddish brown), 2.74. 

Very truly yours, ; 
SPENCER Barnrp, See. 

Referring to the above we give 
the following comparative list of 
other coals, showing the superior 
quality of Astoria coals: 
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This is a very important matter, 
and establishes the fact that in 
future references to the Astoria 
coals, we are justified in referring 
to them by their right name, “coals 
of the very best quality.” 
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At a meeting of the Astoria) In some degree, the prosperity east of 


Chamber of Commerce, on January 
19th, 1880, President Bowlby sub- 


mitted the following address: 
GENTLEMEN: 

By an amendment made in our laws 
a few months ago, the time of the 
election of officers and of making their 
reports was made the first meeting in 
January instead of early in the year as 
heretofore. It being thought a better 
time to make, report, and sum up, the 
business of the past. : 

Annual Review- 

The great depression in business 
which has distressed a large portion of 
the United States, and ina smal] measure 
been felt on this Coast has risen, and 
the channels of trade are now al- 
most overflowing. It is said that the re- 
ceipts of the American railways from 


. | 
January 1st to November 1st, 1879, in- 


creased about five million dollars. 

In the agricultural department the in- 
crease of 1879 over other years was half 
~ million bales of cotton, twelve million 
pounds of tobacco, 200,000 hogsheaas of 
sugar, and in the Northern States 200,- 
000 bushels of wheat, and from 80,090,000 
to 100,000,000 bushels of corn. 

In the manufacturing branch, all the 
mills and furnaces long idle, are run- 
ning and unable in many instances to 
fulfill their orders. : 


| 


the Rocky Mountains affects the Pacific 
Coast. 

The receipts of the Central P. R. R., 
during last October was $60,000, more 
than during the same time the year be- 
fore, and during the first ten months of 
the past year was $336,400 over the re- 
ceipts of the same months in the previ- 
ous year. The total receipts of this road 
for these ten months was $14,300,700. 

The crops of Oregon and the Colum- 
bia river basin, with the exception of 
some parts of the Willamette Valley 
visited with rust, have been greater 
than before. 

The exports may not seemingly bear 
out the statement, for the large imimi- 
gration into these portions of the coun- 
try greatly increased the home demand 
and consumed much which otherwise 
would have been surplus and shipped. 

One proof of the great increase of the 
products of the United States, is the 
large importatron of gold and silver 
which was at New York, alone, $3,045,- 
800, in the week ending November 15. 

On the Columbia river there was ap- 
parently an increase in the put up of 
salmon, and this item stands next to 
grain in the exports via this river. The 
yalue may not show the increase on ac- 
count of the extreme low price paid for 
fish this year past, but the quantity ° 
shipped is greater than in 1878. 
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There has been an increase of 800,000 
in the ecateh of cod-fish in the North 
Pacitie. 

There was arise inthe price of cheese 
wool, hops and grain, which will stimu- 
late the production of these articles an- 
other year. 

The great activity of trade and pleth- 
ora of money in the Eastern States has 
revived the railroad interest of the 
Northwest Coast and the coming years 
Will witness mueh railroad building in 
this direction, whieh will swell our im- 
igration, engage our laborers, and in- 
crease the home demand for provisions, 
and other commodities, insuring 200d 
times in the Columbia valley. 

It is worthy of note that with the in- 
crease of our productions, our exports 
become more direct, Very little has 
been carried during the past twelve 
months from here to San Franciseo for 
foreign exportation. About one halt of 
the salmon went to San Francisco, but 
to seek a market in the East by raul. 
Some cased fruits were this year shipped 
to Europe, which we believe to be the 
first of the kind shipped from here. 

Oregon has been recognized abroad as 
follows: She received at the Paris }x- 
position, gold medal for wheat, medal of 
honor for wood, two Silver medals for 
salmon, bronze medal for furniture 
manufacture. and a bronze medal for | 
Plummer dried fruit, 

Tillamook Rock Light. 

Work has begun in earnest on Tilla- 
mook rock for the erection of a first- 
class light and fog signal. Much credit 
is due the officers and men of the United 
States steamer Corwin, Lieut. Brann, 
commanding, for landing the first man 
upon the rock and making a survey of it. 
Also to Col. Gillespie for his efforts and 
determination in this matter. [tis intend- 
ed that this work shall reflect. credit 


upon — those who have it in 
charge. Before another year jit will 
be completed. The rock is twenty 


miles south of the mouth of the 


Colum- | 


CEH. 


bia river, and in the ocean a mile and 
one third from the shore—is about 300 
feet square and will be 111 ~feet 
above high water. The sea is fif- 
teen to twenty fathoms deep around the 
rock, which is almost perpendicular ex- 
cept on the south-east side where there 
is a ledge 175 feet long with three 
fathoms. There are no shoals or known 
rocks to seaward, so that a vessel ein 
come alongside without fear of ground- 
ing. Being off a point or head extend- 
ed from the land also, there is 
very little danger of a lea shore. Ex- 
tending outside the breakers it is 
thought the siren or Whistle will be 
much more effectual than those located 
on the shore. A cable should be ear- 
ried from this rock to the shore, and 
thence connected with the telegraph at 
Astoria. The approach of vessels and 
signals of vessels in distress off the Co- 
Jumbia river could at once be tele- 
graphed inside, It would also make a 
good calling place for orders. 

Five thousand dollars were appropri- 
ated last winter for, and this summer ex- 
pended in surveys of the mouth of the 
Columbia river. It Was hoped that Con- 
stess would appropriate Tor immediate 
work, but as the engineers in charge only 
recommended a “survey,” no other appro- 
priation was made. The Board of Engi- 
neers for the Pacifie Coast entrusted with 
the duty of locating a harbor of refuge 
on the Coast, visited this place during 
the Summer, and was atforded all the 
data in possession of the Chamber, It 
also visited Portland, and the Portland 
Board of Trade presented its views and 
aecompanied some of the engineers up 
the Columbia river 

The general impression 
men seemed to be 


among sea- 
that no harbor of ref- 
uge merely was needed on this Coast, 
but that the harbors should be jm- 
proved and that the appropriation made 
for that Purpose thould be expended in 
improving some one harbor that would 
benefit commerce the most, and When 
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so improved would answer also as a 
place of refuge. 

Tt seems to us, when is taken into 
consideration our commerce, the posi- 
tion of our harbor and all the cireum- 
stances. that no place on the Coast is so 
appropriate for that great improvement 
as the Columbia river entrance. Noth- 
ing is known, however, of the conclu- 
sins reached by the engineers. 

$45,000 appropriated last winter by 
Congress to improve the “Lower Wil- 
lamet and Columbia rivers to the sea,” 
has been expended, not to improve those 
rivers ‘to the sea, but from Portland to 
Astoria. and the greater portion from 
Portland to St Helens. 


Our protest should be entered against | 


the title of this appropriation, as it does 
the mouth of the Columbia river an in- 
jury. Abroad and in Congress, it is sup- 
posed that the appropriation under this 
head for the last ten years, amounting to 
about $315,365, has been expended in 
improving the sea-port of the Columbia 
river. while the truthis, not one dollar 
has been su expended. No attempt has 
been made to deepen the water at the 
entrance of the Columbia river, nor has 
any part of this money been expended 
in any way to secure the safety of ocean 
vessels entering or departing. The 
dratt of ocean vessels entering the river 
has not been increased an inch, nor in- 
surance decreased a cent. by reason of 
this appropriation. 

The whole and sole use mace of the 
money has been in an effort to deepen 
the interior portions of the river above 
the ocean arbor, so that such vessels as 
could and do, through the natu ral and 
unimproved channels at the entrance of 
the Columbia river, cross the bar into 
the harbor, might ascend the river 110 
miles to Portland. 

A further appropriation of 100.000 last 


year was made for the eanal and locks at | 


the Cascades and the work has been in 
progress, though slowly. The Govern: 
ment is how carrying on the work by 


days labor andit is hoped the construc- 


tion will be pushed rapidly to eomple- 
tion. 

$25,000 was appropriated for the upper 
Columbia and the tributary Clearwater, 
avery small appropriation for so long a 
distance, the many rocks and shoals to 
be removed’and the needs of easy navi- 
gation, but it was effectual as far as it 
reached. 

A steamer was put on the route from 
Portland and Astoria to the coast ports 
north and south of the Columbia and 
received some considerable trade, but 
unfortunately ran ashore down the coast 
and has not resumed her trips since, but 
is advertised to return soon, newly and 
more commodiously fitted up and suited 
to the particular trade. Another steam- 
er partially supplied her place, and two 
or three sailing vessels have entered 
upon a portion of the route. 

Many of these coast ports are cut off 
from the interior and must do their trad- 
ing by sea. Not having heretofore been 
yisited regularly by vessels they have 
done but little business, but are capable 
of transacting and will soon, with ship- 
ping facilities furnished, develop a large 
trade. 

One vessel has been wrecked in the 
entrance of the Columbia river, the 
steamship Great Republic, and was a 
total loss. Passengers were saved, and 
a small portion of the cargo. Ten of 
the crew were drowned. 

This steamer when stranded was com- 
ing in at night, had crossed the bar and 
was approaching the day beacons on 
Sand island, when caught in the ebb 
tide, and mistaken as to the distance 
ashore, went on to the lower end of the 
island. A sad commentary onthe atten- 
tion that has been paid to the entrance 


| of the river by the government. Congress 


had been before petitioned for money to 
build range lights on this island but has 
neglected it. 

The treatinent and robbery of much 
baggage and other property that came 
ashore from the wreck calls loudly on 
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our next legislature to enact stringent 
wrecking laws. 
The United States Mails. 

This chamber through the 
mail transports, and then through the 
mail departments tried to have the mail 
carried through to the Sound fm one day. 

The mail boat from Astoria to Port- 
land would reach Kalama about twenty 
minutes to one hour after the train left, 
thus by so short a break causing a days 
delay in mails and travel from Astoria 
to the Sound, and inthe San Francisco 
mails to that place via the Columbia 
river. 

The railroad and steamboat superin- 
tendents, however, each thought the 
other should make the necessary changes 
and time to conneet, and refused to 
agree. 

The mail schedule on the river had 
been changed to four o’clock for leaving 
Astoria during the opposition days with 
the Willamette Chief, but after that boat 
was off the mail boat left at six o’clock 
without any notice being taken of it or 
change in sehedule. 

The department, in order that the 
mails should connect at Kalama for the 
Sound, directed the mail to be carried on 
schedute time. 

The boats ran on that time last sum- 
‘mer and nearly always eonnected with 
the outgoing trains. When they could 
not reach Kalama in time they would 
touch at Carroll’s point and there con- 
nect, but this place was inconvenient, 
being a short distance, off the regular 
track of navigation and having also no 
post-master or other person authorized 
to receive the mails so that the boat was 


obliged to remain nutil the train came 
down. 


When winter came on, however. it was 
found that the boats could not well leave 
at4 A. M.,and I think the connection has 
not been made for some time. 

There is talk of changing the sehedule 
of the mail to 6 A.M. whieh will proba- 
bly break a through mail until the de- 
partinent makes some speeial contract 


several 
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for the mail to be earried through the 
same day. 

One of the postal agents thinks that 
there might be a winter and summer 
schedule for the river. 

The boats seldom reach Kalama later 


than 12 ., but the train leaves at 11:20 
A. M. 


A new mail route has been established 


from Astoria to John Days river in this 
county. 


There are pow nine tail routes hay- 
ing one terminus each in Astoria, be- 
sides two other lines which touch at this 
port leaving and receiving mail. 

A bill was introduced last Congress to 
forfeit to the government the nnearned 
railroad lands between here and Forest 
Groye, and is now pending. This land 
has been locked up for ten years useless 
to everybody, and retarding the settle- 
ment of the country. It should be 
thrown open to settlers atonece. Within 
these limits during the year 1878 40.561 
acres were settled under the United 
States laws, and in 1879, to November 1st, 
50,017 aeres were so taken, notwithstand- 
ing one-half of the land was tied up by 
the railroad. 

Atthe time of our last report narrow- 
guage railroads were attracting consid- 
erable attention in this state and else- 
Where, but the popular interest in them 
dloes not seem so great at present. 

Railway Matters. 

Out of your efforts a company, the 
Astoria and Winnemucea Railroad com- 
pany, Was organized last July to eon- 
struct, if found practicable, a railroad 
from Astoria to the Central Pacifie in 
Nevada. The survey has been earried 
from Astoria to Forest Grove and found 
to be feasible and on a much shorter line 
than anticipated, besides exposing fields 
of fine coal near tide water. It is hoped 
grading will begin on this section as 
soon as the weather will admit. This 
line will develop and open a portion of 
country throughout nearly its whole 
length that is now withouta transpor- 
tion line, and will connect Astoria by 
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rail with Portland, and several of the 
Willamette valley towns. During the 
last year the Western Oregon Railroad 
company was incorporated, and extend- 
eda railroad from the terminus of the 
Oregon Central at St. Joe to Corvallis. 

The narrow-guage, the Sheridan and 
Grand Ronde, has done much for the 
section of country through which it 
passes to the Yamhill river. 

The Oregon Rajlway and Navigation 
company has also been formed and are 
contemplating building railroads in 
eastern Oregon and Washington terri- 
tory to the Columbia river and perhaps 
to some place below The Dalles. 

Onaccount of rocks and ice, transpor- 
tation on the upper Columbia has been 
blockaded and the boats have been un- 
able to bring out all the grain this last 
year. 

The Northern Pacific Railroad com- 
pany has begun building eastward from 
the mouth of Snake river and perhaps 
the Oregon Railway and Navigation 


company will extend its line to a june- 
tion with it. 


These lines east of the Cascade moun- 
tains are simply (at present at least) de- 
veloping the valleys of the upper Co- 
lumbia and its tributaries, and affording 
avenues for its products to the Columbia 
river without aiding at all the outlet to 
the sea. 

The Northern Pacific strikes the river 
345 miles from the ocean. <A short road 
now in operation called the Walla-walla 

2nilroad terminates 323 miles away and 

the projected road, Oregon Railway and 
Navigation, if it starts at The Dalles, 
will be 200 miles off. From the termini 
of these roads the freight will be carried 
on a mighty river but one broken by ob- 
structions. The Cascades, 150 miles, 
The Dalles, 200 miles from Astoria, be- 
sides rocks above. 

There is talk of extending the Oregon 
Railway and Navigation road to Port- 
land, but if the river boats and all the 
portages are owned by the same persons 
it will not afford any competition. 


The Northern Pacifie will not, for five 
years at least, perhaps more, extend its 
road either down the Columbia or over 
the mountains to the Sound. But if the 
roads were constructed through and con 
trolled by rival companies they could 
not carry as cheaply as river boats. Last 
season it cost $10 50 per ton to carry 
wheat from Walla-walla to Portland, 
and $11 50 to Astoria. Thirty miles of 
that clistanee is by rail and cost $4 50 
per ton, while the remainder 235 miles 
to Portland by boat, over two portages, 
cost only $6 00, and the 323 miles to As- 
toria, over the same portages, cost but 
$7 00 per ton. 


The Columbia River Basin. 

The Columbia river is the natural high- 
way and outlet forthe country drained 
by it, and unless navigated and improy- 
ed that section of country will soon be 
choked by its own great growth. 

The portage road at the Cascades was 
run night and day from A agust till the 
upper rivers was closed with ice, and 
with great difficulty was it possible to 
keep the freight from being blocked. 

This portage, a distance of seven miles 
with rolling stock, is maintained, and 
freight is taken from the boat on to the 
ears and from the cars to the boat, pro- 
vided the boats and cars await each 
other, otherwise the grain is moved from 
the boat to the warehouse, then to the 
ears, thence to warehouse and fourthly 
to the boat below. 

We estimate the freight passing over 
the road at 1000 tons per day for the past 
six months, and 500 tons per day for the 
first six months, which, counting 300 
days in the year, would be 225,000 tons 
last year, Which at 50 cents per ton cost 
the farmers of the upper country the 
sum of $112,500 for a portage ride of 
seven miles. At six per cent. that 
amount would pay the interest on $1,875,- 
000, a larger sum than the engineers es- 
timated would be the cost of a canal and 
locks. The government, howeyer, is 
only paying four per cent. for money. 
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Next year the amount of freight will 


As the catch has probably reached its 


be one-third more and will so increase | limit in the Columbia river additional 


for several years. 

This canal should be prosecuted to 
completion with all possible dispatch. 

The legislature of the territory of 
Washington, in a memorial to congress 
on this subject say: “We would further 
represent that there is in the six eoun- 
ties in eastern Washington 398 town- 
ships equal to 6,160,920 acres. One-fourth 
of this area in wheat af 20 bushels per 
acre would give a product of 45,849,600 
bushels, or 1,375,488 tons. 

“The six counties in eastern Oregon 
have 1016 surveyed townships equal to 
2.408.648 aeres. One-fourth of this area 
in wheat at 20 bushels"per acre would 
produce 84,483,200 bushels or 2.247496 
tons. 

“Bearing in mind that there is a large 
amount of unsurveyed land in the said 
basin of the upper Columbia river, it is 
npossible to estimate with any degree 
of safety the erand ageregate of this 
vast country of unsurpassed productive 
capacity. 

“The transportation of such produets 
Will require 9,625 steamboats, cach carry- 
ing 400 tons, to convey it down the river. 
This estimate is only for tonnage one 
way. The imports to the interior, of 
lumber, coal, iron, and merchandise of 
wl kinds, would equal in value if not in 
weight or measure the exports. These 
figures reveal the productive capacity of 
the upper Columbia basin, and the im- 
portance of the Columbia river itself as 
a highway of commerce.” 

Our Manufactures and Satmon. 

In Astoria there has been a great in- 
crease in the manufaeture of leather, 
boots and shoes, harness, lumber. boxes, 
cigars, bread, candies, and in this eoun- 
ty. charcoal, cheese, ete. The products 
of two small cheese factories on Clatsop 
plains were about 29,000 pounds. 

Another cannery for the packing of 
salmon is building, and there is talk of 
one or two more being erected the com- 
ing year. 


canneries will rather divide than in- 
crease the business heretofore done. 

This cannery is being built by fisher- 
men and will be operated somewhat on 
the co-operation plan of which two haye 
preceded it and been suecessful. 

The Fishing Laws. * 

The fish license law has been decided 
to be illegal, but the law requiring the 
close season is still in foree. 

This industry should be protected and 
perhaps at its own expense, although 
others are not. There is no tax on the 
farmer for dredging the channels to mar- 
ket his produee. 

The value of the salmon exports is 
about one-third of the wheat and flour. 

The exports of saimon this year for- 
eign and to San Franciseo are 1,977 bbls, 


600 kits and half barrels, and 456,761 cases 
of a total value of $1,982,189, 


The market bemg overstocked, eased 
salmon brought searcely the expense of 


putting it up, hence the whole of the 


above value, less the cost of the tin, 
twine, and some minor articles of iin- 
portation, was expended or disbursed on 
the Columbia river. 

One and one-half million of fish are 
said to have been put into the water by 
the hatching company on the Clackamas 


this year, probably a less number than 
Was taken out by the fishermen. 


The close season should be strictly en- 
forced and perhaps lengthened. The 
Oregon legislature should cause to be 
constructed a fish ladder at Willamette 
falls to enable the salmon to get over and 
stock the streamsabove. Those coming 
down from the Caseade mountains are 
peculiarlyadapte-l to the nature and habit 
of the salmon. This would increase the 
natural spawning grounds, besides Sup- 
plying the people of the upper Willam- 
ette with fresh fish.’ More than one-half 
the canneries of the Columbia are inthe 
state of Oregon and the state should 
make the necessary appropriation for 
the fish ladder whieh would be insienifi- 
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eant in amount. The low freight in the 
early part of the season was all that 
saved some of the canneries from clos- 
ing during the past year, Then to make 
bad matters worse the assistant secretary 
of the treasury ruled that drawback 
~_ eould not be allowed on tin cans solder- 
ed with native lead. 

This rujing he concluded afterwards, 
however, not to enforce in regard to cans 
manufactured prior to the announce- 
ment of the decision. 

’Phis chamber prepared the draft of a 
bill as an amendment to the laws on re- 
bate of duty and forwarded it to lion. 
Jas. H. Slater, who has introduced it in 
congress. Should it become a law the 
rebate on tin will not be affected by the 
composition of the solder. 


Slow Coach. 

With the growing prosperity of Ore- 
gon and the Columbia basin come the 
need of greater transportation facilities. 

We are as far from the eastern states 
as if our country were an island in the 
sea. * 

The slow coach and pony routes are 
put little better than the ox teams of “49. 

There is no railroad into or out of the 
state of Oregon, or territory of Wash- 
ington. 

Freight and passengers to this part 
of the coast must take the slow lines 
just mentioned from Ogden or Kelton, 
or else continue over the Central Pacific 
railroad to San Francisco, a distance of 
791 iniles from Kelton and 883 miles 
from Ogden, then take a sea yoyage of 
550 miles to Astoria, then by river 110 
iniles, if destined for Portland, or if for 
Walla-walla, 326 miles by river to Wal- 
lulu, then thirty miles by rail to Walla- 
walla. The total distance from Kelton 
vin San Francisco to Walla-walla will 
be 1697 miles, and eight transfers. The 
distance from Kelton to Walla-walla di- 
rect is 530 iiles. The distance from 
Ogden to Portland direct is about 850 
miles, but via San Francisco is 1543 
miles. 


Nearly all the trade and much of the 
passenger travel between Oregon and 
the eastern states is by the way of San 
Francisco,and a very great drawback 
on the settlement and growth of this 
state. 

Aside from the expense, immigrants 
do not like to go to sea. 

Wehave not the figures to show the 
amount of this business but it is large. 
Tn the one item of salinon this year there 
were about 700 car loads shipped to San 
Francisco for the east by this circuitous 
route. 

The completion of the Northern Pa- 
cifie to Ainsworth will be a great im- 
provement, but it is hoped that rai} lines 
will soon be brought into thesstate and 
Colymbia river valley from Winnemuc- 
ea and Ogden. 

Transcontinental Railways. 

Oregon will not attain her proper de- 
velopment until reached by a continen- 
tal line of rail, nor will her sea port hold 
ereater than a third rate position till 
that time. 

The present continental line reach 
San Franciseo,and other projected roules 
seem to haye the same destination. The 
Northern Pacific is bound for Puget 
sound and will ultimately terminate 
there. 

Both of these harbors are large and 
deep and can receive and dispateh any 
vessel that floats. Naturally, they can 
and will compete for the ocean traffic of 
the Pacific coast. 

It has been the boast of Oregon that 
the Columbia river could compete with 
both for the same trade, but the fact 
that no through line has ever been start- 
ed with a terminus on the Columbia, is 
an indication that capitalists abroad 
have not so high an opinion of this river 
as a sea-port. 

It must be admitted that it is as safe 
for the proper sized vessels as either of 
the other ports, but it is not capable of ad- 
nitting all classes of vessels in its pres- 
ent condition. 
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It is sometimes remarked that ship-| bothin and out. The entrance shoulda 
ping is done cheaper in small vessels | be improved if possible. im 
Congress makes appropriations for 
such purposes. 


than large ones, but figures of the large | 
ports seem to show the contrary. 
The average tonnage of the grain fleet | Other Appropriations. 
at San Francisco this year was 1306 tons,! Roy several years appropriations have 
While that of the Columbia river was | peen made to improve the harbor of \Wil- 
but 927 tons, mington, Cal., where there is mueh Jess 
Before the improvement of the mouth | egmmeree than here. Large appropri- 
of the Mississippi, 1914 feet was the av-! ations also have been made to improve 
erage draft of vessels there entering, | San Francisco harbor inside for the 
but as soon as the improvement Was | convenience of shipping. 
made in the channel 231g feet beeame) Past year an appropriation of $40,000 
the average draft; and the exports in- Was made to improve the harbor of Covs 
ereased in 1877-78, 5,249,457 bushels, and bay with none but a loeal business and 
Wheat in the same years 843,058 bushels. (none or very little foreign trade. It 
Exports would not have so inereased ' was needed there, but here is a greater 
we apprehend had not the freights been | want. 
lower by reason of larger sips. It is! Aside from buoys, lights and eharts 
estimated that by deepening the chan- | nothing has been done to improve the 
nel of the Mississippi the savings in|) Columbia river entrance. Col. Gillespie, 
freight on cotton alone during the year | the engineer, has signified a Willingness 
ending Septeinber 1,1878 was $1,600,000. | to try dredging or scouring as tempo- 
Never can the Columbia river com- | rary improvement, but the Weather and 
pete successfully with San Francisco or! cireumstances have been such that no 
the Sound for the ocean and continental werk has been done yet. fle does not 
trade until the largest ocean vessels expect it, if done, to have a permanent 
ean enter safely without delay the Co- | effect, although it might prove etfeetual 
luinbia river. | for some years. 1f the harbor or refuge 
Although the average of the vessels appropriation should not. inthe Wisdom 
here this year has been small. and the | of those having the duty of disposing 
average has steadily decreased for two | of it, be expended here as an lMprove- 
years, yet any of the ships have been | ment of the harbor as well as for a place 
delayed days and sometimes weeks for | of refuge,congress should at once be ask- 
an Opportunity to go to sea. ed to make an independent appropria- 
I have been unable to tabulate the tion immediately for this purpose. 


delays but it is known to ageresale a Pian of Improvement 
large amount of time, 
Vessels drawing a ereater depth than 


The entrance of the Columbia ean be 
easily improved and deepened to a 
there is on the bar at ordinary high | channel as deep as on the bar at Golden 
Water ust writ for the extreme high | Gate. 
tide, which comes onee or twice during | Phe Sacramento river enters the ocean 
the month. | between two walls of rock, and the 

Those drawing nearly as mueh as! force of the water keeps open achannel, 
there is on the bar at the time they wish j ‘The Columbia river discharges a mueh 
to cross have to wait for smooth water ) larger volume and would make a deep- 
soasto avoid being thumped on the | er channel if confined to the same lateral 
bottom with the swells, | limits, but having only one wall of 

Even the coasting steamers haye been rock and the other being sand it spreads 
delayed hours repeatedly in crossing | too much, 


Contract the river at its mouth 
the channel would deepen itself. 
do this needs but the protection of and 
earrying into the river the sandy shore 
at point Adams. 

Clatsop spit makes outa long way and 
is gradually pushing the river against 
the rocky shore, and in time if the eur- 
rents should.not change, would accom- 
plish the purpose without assistance, 
put the currents change with wind 
and floods and cut away what they have 


builded. 
Delays on the Bar, ete. 


The channels have very much shoaled 
since our last report. The south channel 
is now seldom used by the steamships or 
other vessels. To get into the north 
ehannel, the one now used, around the 
head of Sand island there are but 
seventeen feet of water at low tide. Be- 
low Sand island new channels have 
formed with fifteen feet of water at low 
tide. 

A break water carried out on Clatsop 
spit would soon bank on the sea side and 
probably next to the river also with 
sand and form land that the swells of 


the ocean could not beat down. 


This bulk head might be eonstructed 
of rock or limbs or tops of trees.or piles 
and fascines. Some have expressed a 
fear of the teredo but that worm has 
never appeared at Forts Stevens or 
Canby, where there have been pile 
wharves for ten years, and the fresh 
water of the Columbia would probably 
be sufficient to prevent any trouble from 
them on this work or anywhere near 
the mouth of the river. 

It has been suggested also that the 
work would but be tenrporary. That in 
a few years, twenty-five or fifty say. the 
bar would appear out further at 
That seems to me improbable or at least 
that any shoal bar should form. i 

As soon as the south bank of the river 
shall be extended westward as far 
the north shore now is and the channel 
narrowed. all sands and sediment held 
or moved by the river as it enters the 


sea. 


as 
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ocean would be earried so far out of 
the line of the sea shore that the coast 
currents would carry such sedimentary 
matter north or south of the entrance, 
and there throw it up on the sea shore 
out of the way. 


Of River Improvements. 

Of perhaps equal importance to all of 
the Columbia basin except the Willam- 
etie valley, is the improvement of the 
Columbia river for the navigation ot 
river boats. 

A sea-port without interior communi- 
cation is of no more benefitto a country 
than inland facilities for transportation 
without a sea-port. 

Asthe entrance should be improved 
to lessen ocean freights and insurance 
so should the highways to that place 
from within be improved and transpor- 
tation thereon cheapened. The Caseades 
is being overcome with eanal and locks 
but the work needs more money that it 
may be completed sooner. The Dalles 
also should be improved. 

» The shoals in the river above The 
Dalles need to be removed that the river 
boats may run 1m low water, 

The appropriation for the upper Wil- 
lamette was $12,000. That portion of 
the river is not yet open to easy naviga 
tion of river boats during the whole 
year. The work of removing shoals, 
rocks and snags should be continued vap- 
idly. 

hese two improvements, the mouth 
of the river for ocean vessels, the river 
above the mouth of the Willamette for 
river boats, are of paramount import- 
ance and should enlist the attention of 
congress and our engineers, : 

More attention, however, has hereto- 
fore been given to the improvement of a 
portion of the Columbia river between 
the ocean and the Willamette river to 
Portland in order to allow such ocean 
ships as enter the river to ascend to 
Portland and compete with the river 
| oats and take from them the transpor- 
‘tation of one hundred miles. 


ae 
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If there were money enough to carry 
on the three improvements at the same 
time it would not be a matter of so much 
concern to the country at large if an an- 
nual appropriation of $30,000 was made 
for local benefit. 

But when that particular appropria- 
tion retards, lessens and prevents the 
other improvements, if becomes a just 
matter of complaint. 

San Joaquin people in California wish 
money to improve their river, not for 
ocean, but for river boats,and claim to 
have as much commerce as there is on 
the Columbia where they say large sums 
have been spent. 

The engineer has not this year sub- 
mitted any larger estimates for money 
than is needed to carry on the several 
works successfully and economically, 
yet the ageregate is so large that the 
secretary of war recommends that they 
be cut down sixty-four per cent. This re- 
duced amount would be in many instan- 
ces useless. Congress should therefore 
cut down by suspending minor works. 

Modes of Shipping, 

The effort to take ocean vessels inter- 
ior on the Columbia river is a minor 
matter and is in fact of no benefit to the 
Columbia river valley, and of doubtful 
benefit to’ the Willamette valley. Per- 
haps with the present Willamette river 
boats whieh would in some instances re- 
quire a transfer to larger boats, the 
Willamette grain ean be shipped more 
cheaply by the ocean than by the river 
boats and save one handling, but it is 
dloubtful, and the difference in favor of 
the ocean ship, if any, is not equal to 
the price paid, $30,000 per year,. by the 
United States, as nearly all the ocean 
vessels are foreign, while none but citi- 
zens of the United States ean run river 
boats, 

Much complaint is made throughout 
the country that the law forbids citizens 
to purchase foreign ships and that Am- 
erican vessels have become searce while 
the foreign vessels carry the commerce 


of our country, yet here we see congress | 
paying $30,000 per year in order that the 
foreign ships may carry the river traffie 
also. 

As to the Columbia valley freight the 
river boats can under-earry the ocean 
vessels always, for with the grain aboard 
they can run one hundred miles cheaper 
than an ocean vessel can go one hun- 
dred and ten miles to meet the steam- 
boat. 

{t is a singular phenomenon to see a 
river boat from the Cascades laden with 
grain enter the mouth of the Willamette 
river alongside of a vessel from sea, and 
both proceed to Portland, twelve miles 
up the river, then transfer the grain 
from one to the other, and both go down 
the river over the same distance to the 
Columbia, where they separate, one to 
go up the Columbia and the other down 
ohe hundred miles to sea. 

The “lower Willamette and Columbia 
rivers from Portland to sea,” 4. €., to the 
harbor at the mouth of the Columbia, is 
open and free to the largest river boats 
that run in the world, and needs no’ 
dredging. River boats of 1000 tons bur- 
den are now running on this part of the 
river without difficulty. 

Until the entrance is open and will 
admit of the largest ocean vessels, until 
the upper Columbia and its tributaries 
are open toriver boats, until the upper 
Willamette is free no money should 
be expended by the United States for 
improving the lower Willamette and Co- 
lumbia so that small sea going vessels 
Nay reach Portland for local benefits. 


River Boat Navigation Wirst. 

We feel assured that the true and real 
wants of the country drained by the 
Columbia and its tributaries demand the 
development of a sea harbor and river 
boat navigation first: after that experi- 
INents of enlarging the rivers to acdhnit 


) ocean Vessels at Portland and the Cas- 


cades may be tried. 
Chicago, 900 miles from the seaboard, 
pays as much for wheat toship to Kurope 


ee a 


000 tons of grain and flour. 


extra for going to Portland, although 


as does Portland, Oregon. One reason 
is that as only small vessels can enter the | 
Columbia river freights are high. | 

There were carried from Portland in 


ocean vessels this last year about 100.- 
The ships received fifty cents per ton 


many of them found that the actual cost 
was one dollar per ton. The govern- | 
ment paid $45,000 for dredging to enable 
the ocean vessels to do this and our own 
river boats, owned by American citizens, 
lost that much trade. 

Tmports. 

Although the most of our foreign ex- 
ports are shipped direct, the same is not 
done with our imports, which largely 
come through some intermediate port, 
San Francisco principally. 

Searcely a box of tin used on the Co- 
lumbia by the canneries last year was 
imported direct, although 5,000 tons were 
used by them. One lot we believe came | 
by the way of Victoria but the rest by 
San Francisco. We are glad, however, 
that some of our citizens are endeayor- 
ing to ship direct, and that there will be 
animportation of some tin the coming 
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season. 


Local Resources, 

Among local resources, we would 
briefly call attention to the kaoline be- 
low Clatsop plains which has been ex- 
amined-by a San Francisco chemist. To 
a bed of dolomite near Youngs river, 
on the Astoria peninsula. To the coal 
on north Nehalem, pronounced by many 
to be a very superior quality of coal 
To the beds of coal also found on Lewis 
and Clarke and on the survey of the 
Astoria and Winnemucea railroad near 
tide water. To potters clay and bog iron 
discovered on Lewis and Clark river 
within six or eight miles of our city 
All dormant awaiting capital and enter- 
prise to open a large business. 

Timber and hemlock bark abound in 
this neighborhood in large quantities, 
sufficient to support many more manu 
facturers than are at present in opera- 
tion. 

Agricultural lands on both sides of the 
bay invite the gardener and dairyman 
to good easy homes. 

Submitted herewith are some table 
statistics that it is hoped will show 
more in detail the trade of the year just 
closed. Yours respectfully, 


JOHN Q. A. BOWLBY, 
President Astoria Chamber Commerce. 
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COMMERCIAL REVIEW. 


LUMBER FROM ASTORIA HARBOR. 
Vuin DOL ALCG (eres aeeaseeesessesssatteneaeare 10,296,353 
Lath) .c..- .. 1,406,477 
Pickets .... 35,920 
Orange box 7.095 
Staves, cases 879 
Spileg, ttre eccnere sec ssennaneue cna 156 

USHIM Abe VALUC ec. ca.se-cdeescscvsseeerees $112,000 


FRANC 10 FROM CO- 
EXCEPT LUMBER, 


SHIPMENTS TO SAN 

LUMBIA RIVER, 
Wheat, etls, 
Flour bbls 
Oats, bush 


Apples, Dx 10 
Potatoes, s 965 
Wool, bales. 30: 
Dried fruit. pkg: 5.032 
Flaxseed, sks. 4,291 
Hops, bales 4.720 | 
Butter, pkg 221 
Pork, bbls. 1.720 
Beef, bbls . 317 
Salmon, bbls .. 502 
Salmon, hf bbl 5Ss 
Salmon, cases 238,500 
Beef, canned .. 96 
Leather, pkgs 225 | 
Bacon, cases. 145 | ¢ 
Camied LEULGA CASES Ae hee eee 428 | 
MGA SIS are taets eee he ia ie 1,821 | 
Flax, bale 1,118 | 
Lard, pkgs. 320 | 
Bra ngiSKigr meecen art on enebiece ena ae a 1,384 | 
Estimated values... 2. cccccceseesesee882,350.000 | 


|S uUmon 645 bbis 


Foreign Exports,—12 Months Ending 
December 31, 1879. 


FROM PORTLAND TO EUROPE. 


Value. 

Wheat, 1,701,482 Cts... -cecccecsss seeotecs $3) 083.367 
Flour, 160,888 bbls . 819,698 
Salmon, 1,913 cases 8,400 
Fruit, 370 cases ........ 1.000 
$3,832,455 

TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

WING RG ect reev aceon s ee $173 
Flour, 12,809 bbls 60,314 
Heed. 1,277 
Bacon, 44.750 tbs 4,009 
Apples, 357 boxes .... 400 
Dried apples, 12,867 S40 
Butter, 958 bs.......... 16 
Cheese, 205 Ths... To 
Eggs, 1.134 doz..... 25 
| Tron manufactures 1.075 
; Household effects.. 414 
NClOLN Mg ees ee 1,122 
Merch: indise S05 
; Malt . 27) 
Rope.. Sree 208 
Groceries 1.829 
Boat... 500 
Live animals . 50 
‘andles 58 
Sundries « 1,943 
LULA END AUD Cli i saee. aoa laine wee . 284 
R75,117 


TO SANDWICH ISLANDS, 
Beet, 16 bbls 


ie ases::... 
ZiKAGS tess ae 
Pork, 03 bls Fy Gna eWslewcarawaceter nd ese eer ee 
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Chickens ©) 15 6 ar Pp 
~ lod for} o 
Bread........ $5 & & = =| 5 R233: 
Flour, 600 bbls ice Ge eee) = 
Feed ysl Sais 
ee ne + : s oHomoon 
Wheat &| ¢ =i Bees ASess 
Apples, 78 es Sitouna, o| FE = = os 
pe Rijss| Fk Ss as Bh oH 
Potatoes, 388 bus nels. + 178) o les] = wo ae) a 
SO Bae Siaey | Ne Ly Se Ree 
Lauber, spars, ete . a . 1,805] & jimi) a oo 6 98| 5 
Wood, 401 cords.. 1,764 | 9 |= ss lpees 
Sundries. 1,198 | & | aS Ea) S| 
$ “S| ¢@ ex 38 
$19,314| siZl| 8 8 S&S S315 
TO CHINA. oS ere S N et ac S 
Lumber ..... $9,578] & | 3 : #\ 
Serap iro 203|'4 \s|\-= 2 = sie 
——| cles) & 8 R BE 
$2,781| Filey Se es SlB 
TO AUSTRALIA. S Hoenn = ao Si Sia 
TUNE Ghee eee ee ere $4,018 | % jak) oO FA & 
; oA Sayer 5 jel aa paceh 
FROM ASTORIA TO EUROPE, $o-a S\-s\e 2 2 | wm || be 
Wheat, 481.357 CtlS.............02----2sseeseneee $799,088] 282, 2 2 Sl eS 
Flour, 32.889 bbls . . 106,877 | = 2 sil EA GS re 
Sahnon, 216,104 cases 91,719 | Ei do| oe Se ae 
Fruit, 260 cases. 1,500] — |x) 7 oe Peet ee 2 
= a|) S 
nw ~ ee on] 
$1,919.529| sil.e| BS S & a Yo 
LPM on | Sigel Be So 5 pate 
TO BRITISH COLUMBIA. a ilicn Soe weep = Se ees 
np O76 me ics tw << -2D = Ola 
Flour, Sra oe $6,353) Dien) > 7 & Sie 
Sundries 1,655 | -£ [2 “~ ¢@El4a 
e000) 228) E22 8 2/2 
TO CHINA. UNS! eee et Soe eae 
; @8 1() E |e ec 2 DB a S| 5 
Lumber and SpatS.......-221:sesceeeereeeseseeeess $8.L00 | = i ralig a aie ace ols 
= Ins eS 
TO AUSPRALIA. 8 |_= 7 € & |e] 
: : Files 
Lumber and Spats..........seseeeee f.. $4019) = | as B x z 5 2 E 
TO SANDWICH ISLANDS. Ss on Sh ae Sar ofa! = 
Salmon, 830 Dbls.........-- +--+ S| «|i$4| & SA sales 
ze 194 CASES ....+-- 920) 5 |\oads = wll s 
Cried, 3B CWE 2.2... eeseeeeerereeseeees ee eo5/ Ste ————a | = 
Lumber.. Dien pence sandoess 10:38:31) seta) age ees toon As il 
Cheese, 1,0)6 TS..........eee 110} 2 9a = a aS 2 
Preserved meats 166 $igl| 5 2 B 2 3\\s 
pork and bacon. 102} oo 3S SS |l ae 
Hay 239 BS 70 Spal ot a 
LY sssccsreneeeees odes ais 
Lime .. al) || ol] 2 ao A alr || € 
Bread. a a jac] SF Sa a =| 3 
943 | % Ilo ho ees toe a a 
Sundries. ae eC ila rors Ss oa dal |) 
wide’: Soe tel a 
$16,746 | 5 lane 3 
Z = = 
RECAPITULATION. Bi | 14 
Portland foreign. . ..$3,938,.695 a 1} S Jee B 
956 40: | = He ttel 
Astoria toreign 1,956,403 Ei |e iy, oa i iS 
z | I gp ays 
ys 5 : “C ) |) 4 :3 tS ais 3 
Total foreign 895.098 be | 2 is ize ie |S | 
COASTWISE TO SAN FRANCISCO. ‘ || = i ieee? 
elie mal : Sse: a 
Lumber Astoria harbor . 4 112 0! Mn 2 om iy ‘e see cis 
+ 6 4 : ol E . 
eye! produce . $30,000 2.462.000} |< i Pe THe i: a 
aay : oO Gi. ;=eC H 3 
an S \3 is 1235 Ong 2 
Total EXPOMtS...c.-.ec-eccecerereeceees cette $8,357,008 se a es 3 BS23| & 
1 7 > i [=] S72 BS hl r : 
TOTALS OF PRINCIPAL ITEMS OF LARS) [s8a3 pers S) ae 
oP aeoe QS Ml ye Oe H 
Wheat, CtlS....ccss0: sssscsesrneescssensnecerses 2,245,084 (2585's Sa Sx) * peo 
300,598 Bates Bee ada 
Flour, bbls. By 1 Le et al AS 2 AS Sais 
5 Salmon, case 4 a ty | a fee I a BALLAD 
ybls.. Ww 
: s 
hf bbls 588 
Lis Map aii é 12 
Wool, tbs. estimated 7 000, 000 


